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the -%^-z which remains of this original heat, would suffice to
raise the temperature of a mass of water equal to the com-
hined "birth of the sun and the planets, to 28,000,000 of de-
grees centigrade ; this is a quantity of heat equal to 2500
times that which would be engendered hy the combustion of
the entire solar system, supposing it to he turned into a mass
of coal.

These calculations are, doubtless, most interesting, but their
defect is that they rest upon the conception of the sun's ne-
bulosity, an hypothesis which requires closer examination
before it ought to be accepted as the basis of so important a de-
duction. Besides, if the sun were warmed by a physical cause
not in action at the present time, his heat, however great it
may be estimated to be, must necessarily have been diminish-
ing as long as the sun has been in existence. JSTow, we repeat
that it does not appear that the heat of the sun has ever suf-
fered any diminution. The theory of nebulosity is therefore no
more securely founded in principle than the other hypotheses
which have preceded it.

Thus, we find that neither astronomy nor physical science
offers us any satisfactory explanation of the constant main-
tenance of solar radiation. Common sense tells us that this
furnace, constantly in activity, must be as unceasingly fed,
but science is as yet unable to discover the nature and source
of its aliment.

There, where science places nothing, we venture to place
something. In our belief solar radiation is maintained -by
the continuous, unbroken succession of souls, in the sun.